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The Problem According 
to 

Donald Murray
...our students want to write — but not what we want them to write. Our 
students want to write of death and love and hate and fear and loyalty and 
disloyalty; they want to write the themes of literature in those forms — 
poetry, narrative, drama — which have survived the centuries. They want 
to write literature, and we assign them papers of literary analysis, 
comparison and contrast, argumentation based on subjects on which 
they are not informed and for which they have no concern” 

Murray 1977, 146



Students can write 
successful analysis 
when we teach them 
the skills & they bring 
passionate content 
knowledge.



1.) Zoomed-In Heart 
Map

Dylan’s Heart Maps



Dylan’s Possible Topics for 
Analysis

❏ How Wicked Changed the Face 
of Broadway Theater 

❏ The effectiveness of 
Hairspray, Live! versus stage 
productions of Hairspray 

❏ Why the Altria Theater is the 
perfect venue for a musical 

❏ A review of Matilda 



2.) Passion 
Scavenger Hunt

1. Grab your notebook and choose a 
few of the following locations: 
backpack, locker, car, phone 
camera roll, calendar/planner.

2. Log every single item you find 
in each location. 

3. Look for and highlight any 
patterns they notice. 

4. Use the highlighted items as areas 
of passion that could be developed 
into a topic for analysis.

Grace’s Scavenger Hunt

A novel 
History textbook 
Folder with papers 
2 Spanish 
workbooks 
Planner 
Pencils 
Calculator 
Phone 
Headphones 
Glasses 
Screenshots of quiz 

answers from 
Buzzfeed Quiz 

Book covers 
Pictures of my 
brother 
Pokemon pictures 
Food 
Flowers 
Friends 
Anime characters 
Rain drops 
Lego creations 



3.) Mining Childhood Passions

When you were younger ... 
● What did you want to be when you grew up? (At 3 or 4 ? At 9 or 10?)  
● What were your favorite toys, games, or activities? 
● What did you watch over and over and over again? 
● What did you enjoy pretending?  
● What did you know everything about?  
● What were your favorite childhood books?  
● What were your favorite sections in the library? 
● What did you like learning about from an older sibling or friend? 

Questionnaire? Notebook Time? Interview?



Andrew
“Chris Carpenter is one of the 
greatest pitchers in recent MLB 
history. If a freakish injury hadn’t 
put such a sudden end to his career, 
in my mind there is a chance, even 
though it is a small chance, that he 
would be in the hall of fame. While 
he wasn’t like Cy Young or Nolan 
Ryan, he was still an extraordinary 
pitcher. During his 10 years of 
pitching for the St. Louis Cardinals, 
he played in 3 All-Star games and 
helped the Cardinals to win two 
World Series championships, and 
he also helped the Toronto Blue 
Jays to win one World Series during 
his time in Toronto.” 

Andrew’s Childhood Passions 
Questionnaire: 

❏ Wanted to be an architect in 
preschool 

❏ Loved watching baseball 
❏ Interested in history (since middle 

school) 
❏ Remembers good times playing 

baseball at the little league 



“Fairy Tail completely changed my life for the 
better. I began watching it when I needed it 
the most. It altered my black and white 
thinking to a more open and understanding 
way of life. It gave me unique friendships that 
I wouldn’t be able to find in everyday life and 
opened my mind to a whole new culture. 
Fairy Tail gave me hope when I thought there 
was none and it gave me light every time I 
was in the dark.” 

- excerpt from Grace’s personal connection analysis



Taking the time to help 
students identify their 
passions yields 
passionate analytical 
writing.


