
“How Dark the Beginning” by Maggie Smith | Annotation Activity  
You can listen to Maggie Smith read her poem here . 

 
 
How Dark the Beginning  
BY MAGGIE SMITH 
 
 
All we ever talk of is light— 
let there be light, there was light then, 
 
good light—but what I consider 
dawn is darker than all that. 
 
So many hours between the day 
receding and what we recognize 
 
as morning, the sun cresting 
like a wave that won’t break 
 
over us—as if  light were protective, 
as if  no hearts were flayed, 
 
no bodies broken on a day 
like today. In any film, 
 
the sunrise tells us everything 
will be all right. Danger wouldn’t 
 
dare show up now, dragging 
its shadow across the screen. 
 
We talk so much of  light, please 
let me speak on behalf 
 
of  the good dark. Let us 
talk more of how dark 
 
the beginning of a day is. 
 
 

 
 

1. Read the poem at least twice. Slowly and 
out loud. (Or listen to the recording of 
Maggie Smith reading it.)  

2. Bold any words you do not know an 
official definition for AND any words you 
kind of know but want to know more 
about.  

3. Choose ONE of those bolded words, 
highlight it, and add a comment where 
you explore it a bit. What does it mean? 
What is its part of speech? Where does 
this word come from? What connections 
can you build between this word and 
other words? What is the connotation of 
the word? (vocabulary.com and 
etymonline.com are great resources to 
help you!)  

4. Look for repetition in the poem. Highlight 
each instance of repetition in a different 
color.  

5. In the Clint Smith poem “Meteor Shower”, 
we looked at structure. Maggie Smith also 
uses couplets -- two-line stanzas. Let’s do 
a few things with structure:  

a. Go through the poem and add a 
comment naming each section or 
part of the poem. The comment 
should go at the beginning of each 
“section”.  
 
 (For instance, in “Meteor Shower”, I 
noted that there was a Science 
Fact part, a Universe-Is-Telling-Us 
part, three things the universe is 
telling us).  
 

b. How is Maggie Smith’s use of 
couplets similar to and different 
from Clint Smith’s use of couplets? 
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https://www.poetryfoundation.org/podcasts/152428/how-dark-the-beginning
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_LKww-9IVFNWqte7iad1FrPptZ8jB70z1q4BVopfMsM/edit


Add a comment at the very end of 
the poem to reflect on this. Be 
specific.  

6. Use comments to annotate anything else 
that you notice about this poem that is 
interesting to you or jumps out at you. Tell 
us what you notice and why you find it 
interesting or noteworthy. 
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