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The Quiet World  
BY JEFFREY MCDANIEL 
 
 
In an effort to get people to look 
Into each other’s eyes more, 
and also to appease the mutes, 
the government has decided 
to allot each person exactly one hundred 
and sixty-seven words, per day. 
 
When the phone rings, I put it to my ear 
without saying hello. In the restaurant 
I point at chicken noodle soup. 
I am adjusting well to the new way. 
 
Late at night, I call my long distance lover, 
proudly say I only used fifty-nine today. 
I saved the rest for you. 
 
When she doesn’t respond, 
I know she’s used up all her words, 
so I slowly whisper I love you  
thirty-two and a third times. 
After that, we just sit on the line 
and listen to each other breathe. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1. Read the poem through out loud to yourself. 

Highlight one line in yellow that immediately 
sticks out to you the most. Comment on it, and 
tell why you find that line especially striking. 

2. Now, read the poem AGAIN, pausing 
carefully at the end of every line. What is 
different in how you read it the second time? 
Hight-light in blue the words/short phrases 
that seem to stick out. 

3. Choose 3 of these words/phrases you 
highlighted, and comment on them. Why do 
you think McDaniel might want this 
word/phrase to stand out as significant? How 
does it inform your understanding of the 
poem’s tone and/or underlying meaning? 

4. This poem almost forms a mini-narrative, 
with each stanza progressing the “plot”. Add a 
comment to the beginning of each stanza, 
and give a label and a 1-2 sentence 
explanation of what is happening / what part 
of the “plot”  this stanza is. (For example: the 
first stanza might be called “the intro” or “the 
exposition” or “the setup” because it explains 
the world in which these characters live.) 

5. The final stanza of this poem forms a sort-of 
anti-climax. (An anti-climax is when you 
expect a big moment to happen, but then it 
ends up being not-so-dramatic.) What do you 
think McDaniel is trying to show or tell us with 
the way he ends this poem? Add a comment 
to the last line or word to reflect on this. 
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