
Assignment Lines From the 
Poem 

Teaching Point 

Informative Essay or Article “So much/ to be done–the 
unpacking, the mail/ and 
papers; the grass needed 
mowing . . .” 

Imagery can sometimes be used 
in a quick list to help us “show” 
what we mean instead of just 
“telling” it to the reader.  Saying 
there is “so much to be done” 
when we get home is different 
from listing a few images – see 
how the poet follows up with 
images?  Where can you do that 
with an example in your essay? 

Persuasive or Argument “gravel flew up from the tires/ 
like sparks from a fire.” 

A quick simile can help us add 
an intriguing image that would 
not otherwise appear in an 
essay about this topic.  Is there 
some abstract idea you can 
compare to a more concrete 
image help the reader visualize 
your argument a bit better? 

Analysis Writing “And then we noticed the pear 
tree,/ the limbs so heavy with 
fruit/ they nearly touched the 
ground.” 

The comma at the end of the 
first line lets the writer zoom in 
on part (“the limbs”) of the 
whole (“the pear tree”). This is 
critical to analysis writing as we 
break something down into its 
parts an examine it.  Is there an 
image, something tangible you 
talk about in this essay, where 
you can try this effect, first 
talking about a “thing” then 
zooming in on some part of that 
thing after a comma?  You may 
find you have something more 
to say about that part of the 
whole! 

Narrative Writing “We climbed stiffly out of the 
car./ The shut-off engine ticked 
as it cooled.” 

In first drafts, many narrative 
writers readily include visual 
imagery. As you read through 
your draft, where might you 
include a sound image to add 
dimension to your scene like 
the poet does in the poem? 
What about a touch image, like 
the stiffness climbing out of the 
car that is mentioned here?  

Poem: “Coming Home at Twilight in Late Summer” by Jane Kenyon   Chart: Brett Vogelsinger 2021 


